PASTURE PLANNING

Managing the Cost of Fescue

Increasing health and productivity of your herd makes

dollars and sense.
Story by Wesley Moore

all fescue is a great re-
source for cattle pro-
ducers in the Midwest and
Eastern United States. It

is hardy, drought- and insect-
tolerant, and it’s an extremely
productive forage. In normal
or extreme growing condi-
tions, tall fescue continues to
persist and produce, which
can be a lifesaver when Moth-

er Nature throws a curve ball.
However, the endophytic fun-
gus that allows fescue to thrive
agronomically in our envi-
ronment, negatively impacts
productivity of the cattle that
graze it. 'm sure everyone
reading this is familiar with
the signs of fescue toxicosis
or summer slump. Tradition-
ally, we see cattle with rough
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A Caltlemah Who KhoWs Real Estate”

MTH GROVE - 86 Ac., Hwy 95, cattle farm,
fenced, cross fenced, & ponds, spring, wet
weather creek.. wee 3172, 500
NADEVILLE - 77 Ac., Hwy 00, just east of town
off W Hwy, mostly open, good grass, ponds,
BAsY ACCESS ... 51E05000
MARIONVILLE - B0 Ac., LAW. 1232, nice flat till-
ahle parcel, 90% open, joins Marinnville High
School, will divide, great lecation ... 220,000
TUNAS - 38 Ac., Deer Creek Rd. off Hwy. T,
newly constructed hame, 30x70 metal shop, 2
farrowing houses, ponds ... REOUCED 5224 900
MT. VERNON - 72 Ac., Hwy 174/1-44, mostly
open in good pasture w/some woods, lenced &
cross fenced, 3+ac. lake... REOUCED 5234 000
BRIGHTON - 48 Ac., Hwy 13 & Hwy B8 mein.
spnng—lel :rauk l Iﬂl:e. hﬁ Iiﬂlh' pasture
woods.. .« 5250000
SPARTA - ﬂll l: sm:lulml &R paslum &
woods, greal huuling possibilities .., 260,000
WILLARD - 50 acres, Fr Rd 94, mostly open,
tenced, between Springfield and Willard,

160" frontage ""’&'.r 500

FLEASANT HOPE - 100 ac.. 212th Rd _g=ad
*UNDERT.CONTRACT=:

ol
00,000

BOLIVAR
Pomme De Terre, moslly open pasture, great
hunting next lo r.mrlaliun land, up to

- 191 Ac., 325th Rd., near lake

ac. avallable .. 53051600

MANES - 160 ams, Hw 45, mostly green w/1/d
mile of Beaver Creek, :nrra! well, waterer,
great pasture ........ b eeend 5320000

LONG LANE - 78 Ac., Hwy. K, exc. pasture,
ratational grazing, 2 pmds, waterers, some
woods, read frontage on 2 sides, nice updated
2 bed home ..........oveneeene REOUCED 5325, 000
STRAFFORD - 54 Ac., FR 239, Pomme De Terre
River frontage, nice 6 stall Morton horse hamn,
outdoor arena, fertile bottom ground, pond, 3
bedroom home ....... 5340.000

BUFFALD - 121 Ac., olf Hwy C, mostly open with

snma lﬂ:ﬁ:!:sn LD rofling Hﬂlm::lr
ee 3445000

pa'thﬂlr finished w/o bsmat. .,
BUFFALD - 73 Ag,, Stmgrmamt

BOIS D°ARC - 43 Ac, Just off |-44, beautiful
victorian style hame, 40 tillable acres, vintage
bairn, great setting ......ccovvieene.. 3341, 000
ALORIDGE - 196 Ac., Off Hwy 215, mustic east-
em cedar full log basement home, intensive
grazing system, spring-fed creek, 3 waterers,
numerocus hydrants, improved glaxau,.shu L]

BOLIVAR - 157 Ac., Hwy. 32, excellent grass,
carrals, wrl:lng plrkif hlghlyI irlprnrui

pasture ... .. 5574.500
E‘ﬁ.TTLEFIELI:I Eﬂ l.:: Illmuhlh: IId_, BXE. A%
ture & hay ground, 2 wells, pand, indoor riding

arena, ham lmm wﬂlvinn qﬂamm I'I'Iurlun
hulldmg P e 5575000

tumklsseerealestate com L&
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WALNUT GROVE!- 945 == ""ih Rd.. custom all
brick home, barns, fi ood
pasture & Imr grati. ..

LEBANON - 139 Ac. in.-.i uHHn

mainlained cattle larm 2 wells, nice Iwir.t
w.n. basement home, ponds, creek .. 650,000
STOUTLAND - 239 Ac., Kennedy Rd. off Hwy T,
nice setling, exc. pasture & hay urﬂnnd well,
waterers, ponds, spring, hay bam ... 3657, 750
SPARATA - 110 Ag., Muetler Rd. just uif Ihqr 14,

all open in pnsluru, road on two sides, 4 ponds,
3 bed home, shop, barn, will divide .. 5695.000

MTN GROVE - 202 Ac., Hwy 60 frontage, heauti-
ful cattie farm, hetween Hwy. 60 & Hwry. MM,
pipe snlmnna bam nm:ls ereek, 3 BR home
wihsmnt .. . AEOUCED 5709.000

MT VERNON - 300 ac., Law. 2170, just East of
Fraistatt, several BLD Aures, 4 wells, au-
tomalic Iatnmlss e fmnlaqa.
some tillahle .. . 5825.000

LAKE DZARK - 354!.!:.. A I’Iaal1 beautilul creek
hottom famm, ?uul pasture, hall openfhalf
wooded, great hunting, 30x70 shop .. 5849.000

LEBANDN - 297 Ac., Knaoll Rd. just off Hwy 5,
beautiful cattle fanm wbtm land, creek, ponds,
2 wells, 40x60 shop, walkout basement home,
B8xc. fam:mg lmprnlld pastures & aifalfa field
e o WILL'DIVIDE 170155000

REPUBLIC- 311 Ac., ﬂ! 156, 3rd generation
cattle fam, exe. [ ~ corrals, 2 large
hay barns, 100 ac. + .SULD wyheans, great
pasture & hay grumu well & sp:hg fﬂi waall
super location...

ELDRINGE:- 1, ‘Il]ll.l: H*\' e

100 a T &,
hay I:UNDEH cﬂ NIEEQ 3 I;||:|m]
STOUTLAND - 661 Ac., Starling Dr., rolling
pasture land, nice pipe corrals & pens, covered
working chate, fenced & cross fenced, ponds,
springs, well & walerers ... 51,467,250

HﬁLF'r‘l'J!IT - 440 Ac.., 240th Rd., exc. calile
farm, highly improved facilities wimultiple pas-
tures, 11 auto wate; [n* fed creek, huge
r.nmi :’stm m:lsu 1 facilities,
nice 5484 Morton Guding m’shnp, machine
shed, new 2300 sq. I, home ........51,500,000

MI'H GFIl]h’E 682 Ac., Hary MIV. Hiahbv oo fivs

UHHUNDER 'CONTRACT=

home, siup @ several Baims ... 52,196,000
FALCON - 761 +/- Ae., Hwy K & 32, beautiful
cattle farm, mostly open, next to national
forest, fantastic bams, 5 springs, ponds, 3,800
5. ft. brick walkout bsmat home...$2,300.000
GOLOEN CITY - 382 Ac., CR 50, stale of the
arl dairy operation, row crop famm, 1,260 cow
capacity, 32 cow carousel, 3 free stall hams,
commodity bam, hay barn, truck scale, irriga-
tion system, 5 bedroom home £3:300.000
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hair coats and elevated heat
stress symptoms. Physiologi-
cally, vasoconstriction caused
by the toxin compromises the
animal’s ability to dissipate
heat and digest nutrients. In
terms that matter to your busi-

ness, fescue toxicosis leads to
reduced weight gain in calves,
suppressed milk production
and poor fertility in reproduc-
ing cows and bulls.

Good management is critical.
Realistically, we can’t avoid
grazing  endophyte-infected
fescue, but we can manage
several other performance
challenges. Focus on a good,
internal and external parasite
control plan. Monitor body
condition on a regular basis to
maintain cows in appropriate
condition. Vitamin and trace
mineral nutrition is essen-
tial for supporting immunity

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Young, Beginning or Small Farmers

If you're a farmer age thirty-five years or younger, a
beginning farmerior a small farm @perator, we have a loan
program to fit yourmeeds. Most of iS'grew up on farms or
ingural communities, and many of us'still live there today.
Our passion for rural Missouri drivesus but our experience
and knowledge of rural financing sets us apart fromsother

lenders.

improvements

process
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v You may be eligible to borrow up to $500,000

v Loans available for real estate, operating expenses,
machinery and equipment purchases, capital

v Federal and state loan guarantee programs

v Experienced staff to help you thru the financing

Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities.™
A FARM CREDIT COOPERATIVE

eﬁchs FINANCIAL
N

Find an FCS Financial office near you:

1.800.444.3276

WWW.MYFCSFINANCIAL.COM
y @fcsfinancial

Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities. is a trademark of FCS Financial, ACA.

www.joplinstockyards.com
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and reproduction, which can be suppressed by fescue toxico-
sis. Good fescue management plans start by reducing common
stressors present in pasture cattle.

One of the cheapest and most overlooked fescue management
strategies in a cow-calf operation is to simply change when calv-
ing and breeding occur. By focusing on the timing of breeding
and calving to avoid periods of heat stress — June, July and Au-
gust— we can boost productivity in the herd. For example, mov-
ing from February calving to September calving can success-
fully move the breeding season from May/June to December/
January. Some folks weigh this cost differently but if you can
navigate markets, opportunity typically exists to change calving
seasons at minimal cost with no interruption to cash flow. One
small caveat with fall calving is that it takes more harvested nu-
trients to winter a lactating cow compared to a gestating cow,
which results in increased feed cost.

I always hear the phrase “dilution is
the solution” when it comes to fescue
management. Interseeding legumes
can be valuable to reducing fescue
toxicity in your herd. The additional
cost of seeding legumes in pasture can
typically be recouped by reductions in
nitrogen fertility requirements. Diver-
sifying species within the pasture also
better maintains forage quality and ex-
tends the grazing season. Supplemen-
tation is another option to dilute the
effects of toxic fescue by substituting
more digestible nutrients from starch,
fiber, or protein while reducing con-
sumption of infected fescue. Supple-
mentation can be used economically
in growing calves, but might add too
much cost to be a viable solution for
cows unless extreme situations exist.

Nutritional additives can help allevi-
ate common symptoms of heat stress.
Additives to consider in a mineral pro-
gram would be vasodilators or probi-
otics to support gut health. The biggest
challenge with additives is they are
often times treating the symptoms and
don’t get to the root cause. Cargill’s
new Fescue EMT™ Mineral Defense
(www.FescueEMT.com) product is the
first mineral to take a proactive ap-
proach at managing fescue toxicosis
by getting at the root cause — the toxin
—itself.

Use of rotational grazing or pasture
clipping to keep fescue vegetative can
also be a good option. Keeping fescue
vegetative doesn’t necessarily mean
cattle are consuming less ergovaline
— most all plant tissues contain ade-
quate amounts of the toxin to produce
symptoms in cattle — but by keeping
it vegetative, we can supply higher
quality forage during times when nu-
trient digestion may be compromised.
Rotational grazing appears expensive
at first, but with current government
programs and larger stocking rates, it
typically pencils in as an economical

option. P bt e P sopomet o el et v

Modifying forage species in a pas-
ture can also be a good option, but it

www.joplinstockyards.com

Feeder Profit
CALCULATOR"

Legal disclalmern The proections, vaives. and-other cakul
b P &

is probably the most expensive option. Renovating pasture op-
tions include planting warm season grasses to rotate cattle on
for the summer, or to plant novel endophyte varieties of fescue.
The novel endophyte fescue varieties today provide agronomic
advantages similar to KY31 fescue in terms of establishment
and persistence without the negative effects on animal perfor-
mance. The challenge with renovating pastures is it can get ex-
pensive quickly, and can make it difficult to plan forage inven-
tory while establishing new pastures.

A comprehensive fescue management program takes a lot more
effort, but increasing health and productivity means more mon-
ey in your pocket. If you graze cattle on endophyte-infected fes-
cue, it should be a fundamental part of your business plan.

—Source: Wesley Moore is a beef technical specialist with Cargill Ani-
mal Nutrition. ™y

Choose

KNOW.

IGS is ideally suited as the benchmark in gauging
feeder calf value. The IGS Feeder Profit Calculator™
leverages the world's largest beef genetic evaluation
to identify the Relative Value of your feeder calves
and to provide a third-party certification to

™ data-driven buyers. All at no cost to you!

Open to majority of breeds and breed compositions,

Market with confidence and maximize your
purchasing dollars.

International
) Genetic Solutions

beef@internationalgeneticsolutions.com
www.internationalgeneticsolutions.com
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