FESCUE®

Fescue Facts

Since the Kentucky-31 variety of tall fescue was introduced to the United
States in the 1930s, cattle producers grazing the forage have dealt with

negative consequences on gains and reproduction.

Did you know?

1) Problems in cattle grazing fescue were first documented in the 1950s'.

2) The U.S. beef industry loses more than $600 million? annually due to
the impact of fescue toxicosis on cattle gain and reproductive performance.

3) Tall fescue is the primary forage in more than 35 million3 acres of hay

and pastureland in the U.S.

Zone of adaptation and use of tall fescue in the United States
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4) Tall fescue is the most widely-used cool season grass* in the

southeastern U.S.

5) Over 90 percent® of fescue is estimated to be infected with the endophyte

that leads to fescue toxicosis.
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6) Fescue endophyte has been shown to reduce weight gain by more than
50 percent® in steers on pasture.

7) Agalactia - the reduced ability to produce milk - is exacerbated’ in cows
that graze tall fescue during the last trimester of gestation.

8) Fescue foot is one of the most severe consequences of fescue toxicosis®
and refers to a condition in which cattle become lame, sometimes losing
hooves, ears and tails.

9) 26 percent® of cattle in the U.S. are estimated to be exposed to
endophyte-infected fescue.

10) The seed heads!? of tall fescue are the most toxic components of the
plant.
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