Cargill’s Role in Addressing
Food Security
Acting on our vision to be the global leader in nourishing people
Cargill is committed to nourishing the world’s growing population while at the same time protecting the planet. We
are leveraging our leadership in food and agriculture to tackle the complex challenge of feeding the world
sustainably. About half of Cargill’s global workforce is in the developing world. These employees are helping
improve the quality of local agriculture and managing food-processing facilities that give local communities access
to safe, affordable food. This focus on the basic infrastructure of the global food supply chain is the core of our
business.

Advocating for policies that let markets work and enable farmers to thrive
We advocate for policies that increase overall food security and support agricultural development through the
promotion of trust-based open trade, efficient local markets, safety nets for producers and consumers, and the
removal of obstacles that serve as disincentives for private sector investments in agriculture.

Expanding access to food, improving nutrition and pursuing partnerships to end
hunger
Cargill businesses contribute to food security by providing consumers with nutritious food that helps improve diets
for healthier lives. We also collaborate with partners in the public and private sectors to find long-term solutions to
hunger and ensure all people have access to safe, nutritious and affordable food. Over the last five years, Cargill
has contributed more than $83 million to reduce hunger and improve nutrition around the world through
partnerships with a diverse group of global, national and local organizations. Working with CARE and the World
Food Programme, for example, Cargill contributes to projects that specifically focus on improving food security
and living standards in parts of Asia, Latin America and Africa. In addition to this philanthropic work, Cargill
employees also provide hands-on support to local organizations by making contributions and volunteering in
activities that address both immediate needs and long-term solutions to end hunger.

Increasing agricultural productivity and incomes while ensuring responsible use of
natural resources
Our ability to feed the world depends on successful farmers at every level of production – from commercial-scale
farming to smallholders. Each year, we work directly with millions of farmers to help them raise more food more
sustainably, reach more markets, receive fair pricing and improve their standards of living. Cargill continues to
develop more efficient methods of moving food from areas of surplus to areas of deficit by building supply chains
that are efficient enough to help farmers sell their crops for more; and to help consumers buy their food for less.
And we are developing solutions that reduce demands on the environment as populations continue to grow and
incomes rise. We support programs that improve understanding of climate science and its impact on crop yields
as well as the connections between agriculture, the environment and food security, including the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’s Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change, Stanford’s Center for Food
Security and the Environment, and the University of Minnesota’s Global Landscapes Initiative.
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Examples of Cargill actions to improve food security
Supporting farmers


Investing in Africa: Cargill is increasing investment to help Africa fulfill its potential for contributing to the
world’s future food security. We work with farmers across Africa – from smallholders in Cameroon, Côte
d’Ivoire, Ghana, Zambia and Zimbabwe to commercial-scale growers in South Africa – and partner with
governments and nonprofits to introduce sustainable agricultural practices. Cargill has joined the G8
nations in committing to accelerating funding for African agriculture. In Mozambique, Cargill is working
with AgDevCo to boost incomes for several thousand smallholder farmers through a long-term supply
agreement for maize produced under the Empresa de Comercialização Agrícola Ltd. program. We also
support agricultural education in Mozambique. Cargill has committed $1.35 million to a three-year
partnership with the Aga Khan Foundation to support the Agrarian Institute of Bilibiza, a vocational school
providing agricultural training for 400 students annually. In addition to teaching about local crops, the
school raises and sells chickens to teach small business management and livestock production skills to
students and the local community.



Keeping Cargill’s Cocoa Promise: As part of our Cocoa Promise, Cargill partners with governments, nongovernmental organizations, customers and farmer groups to make a difference in the lives of farmers
and their communities in Africa, Asia and South America. We provide financing, training and support to
strengthen sustainable cocoa supply chains in Brazil, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Indonesia and
Vietnam. Cargill has trained more than 115,000 cocoa farmers worldwide in better agricultural practices,
helping to improve livelihoods and increase food security in cocoa farming communities.



Improving corn production in China: We are working in northeastern China with a customer, the World
Wildlife Fund, Songyuan municipal government and smallholder farmers to improve corn production,
reduce waste, conserve water and optimize fertilizer use. Average yields on 20 demonstration farms have
increased 20 percent compared to non-demonstration farms. In 2013, more than 15,000 farmers
participated; combined with favorable weather, yields were 39 percent higher than the demonstration
farmers’ past four-year average and fertilizer efficiency improved 34 percent.



Training farmers in Indonesia: Cargill has trained 1,500 corn farmers in Indonesia to help increase yields,
improve harvesting and storage practices, expand market access and protect watersheds. Each year, we
also train 2,000 livestock producers across Indonesia to improve animal health, productivity and nutrition.
These efforts boost incomes and expand food security.



Boosting productivity in Eastern Europe: Cargill works directly with 6,000 farmers in seven Eastern
European countries to help improve productivity and profitability by increasing yields, lowering production
costs and improving crop prices. We also provide risk management tools to help farmers respond to
commodity market volatility.



Expanding aquaculture in Malaysia: We help educate fish farmers in Pahang, Malaysia, about best
practices for farm management, fish feeding, nutritional requirements and export markets to help boost
Malaysia’s aquaculture industry. We also support aquaculture in Mexico, Nicaragua, Honduras,
Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela, India and Vietnam.



Raising livestock in China: Across China, more than 3.4 million farmers have participated in Cargill’s
productivity-enhancing programs on animal nutrition, sanitation, genetics and farm management. Cargill
conducts more than 20 training sessions per day to help farmers improve efficiency and raise more food
safely and sustainably.
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Improving nutrition


Tackling malnutrition: Cargill has committed to tackle the issue of malnutrition in areas where we operate
as part of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Business Network. We are helping address food and nutrition
security for farmers, families and communities as part of this collective effort by the governments of 41
countries, the United Nations (UN), nonprofits, businesses and researchers. Through our support of the
Global Nutrition for Growth Compact and our partnerships with CARE, the Global Alliance for Improved
Nutrition (GAIN), the World Food Programme (WFP) and other organizations, we help expand access to
food and improve nutrition around the world.



Fighting rural poverty: CARE and Cargill are working together to fight global poverty and hunger,
benefiting more than 100,000 people in rural areas since 2008. Through this partnership, we are helping
farmers and their families in developing countries increase productivity and incomes, improve food
security in their communities and better educate their children. In 2013, we announced a three-year, $7.5million partnership building on the success of the Rural Development Initiative, a five-year, $10-million
effort supporting people in India, Ghana, Cote d’IVoire, Egypt, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua and
Brazil.



Improving nutrition education: In Central America, Cargill works with CARE and the Educan Project in
public schools, supporting nutritional education programs that have reached more than 20,000 children in
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In Brazil, our “De Grão em Grão” (Grain by Grain) program has
helped teachers and students produce more than 700 tons of food in school gardens since 2004. The
program includes nutrition materials used in 88 schools in nine cities. In Europe, we support school
garden programs in Germany, Hungary and the U.K.



Feeding children in Bolivia: Cargill’s Truvia® business is working with the World Food Programme to
help fight childhood hunger in Bolivia by providing well-balanced school meals daily to more than 30,000
schoolchildren. During the first year of the program, more than 34,700 children received nutritious meals
prepared with fortified vegetable oil, and 68 fuel-efficient stoves were built in schools serving 10 Bolivian
municipalities.



Supporting food banks: Cargill provides food and funding to food banks around the world. As a founding
member of Global FoodBanking Network, Cargill has provided more than $1.4 million to support the
establishment of new food bank networks in India, Mexico, Turkey, Romania, South Africa and Ukraine,
as well as helping expand food banks in Argentina, Canada, Hungary, Poland and Spain, resulting in the
acquisition and distribution of millions of pounds of food that was previously going to waste. For example,
the India Food Banking Network’s (IFBN) first location in Delhi provided 1.1 million meals to 10,000
people during its first year of operation.

Promoting open trade


Advocating for appropriate policy: Cargill advocates for policies and supports programs that improve risk
management and safety nets for producers and consumers, including combating volatility in food prices.



Expanding market access: In northern Alberta, Canada – an underserved region where wheat and
canola farmers depend on export opportunities for their grain – we recently opened a major farm service
center. The facility doubled our local grain-handling capacity, helping move farmers’ grain from a place of
surplus to places of need. Cargill also provides crop inputs and agronomic, marketing and risk
management solutions to help farmers be more successful.



Supporting trade standards: Cargill participates in public forums; advocates with government officials;
and attends policy discussions to promote trade and internationally agreed upon standards. We also
educate our employees to promote understanding of how trade creates improved economic conditions
TM
and jobs through our trade education initiative: TradeWorks .

© 2014 Cargill, Incorporated

Preventing food waste


Redirecting food: In addition to helping farmers reduce post-harvest losses through proper crop storage
and access to markets, Cargill works with partners to redirect surplus food away from landfills and into
food redistribution programs. In the U.K., Cargill supports FareShare’s food rescue and distribution
efforts, which feed 43,700 people per day through 910 charities with food that would otherwise have been
wasted. We support similar programs in the United States through Feeding America and Second Harvest
Heartland.



Rescuing surplus corn: In Minnesota, United States, Cargill participates in an annual effort to rescue
surplus agricultural crops, including 600,000 pounds of sweet corn that were harvested and delivered to
emergency hunger-relief organizations in 10 states. Cargill provided funding and logistical support in
handling the rescued corn. The goal is to bring this initiative, which is coordinated by the Hunger-Free
Minnesota campaign and includes several companies, to other states to help collect surplus food crops
and direct them to food banks.

Investing in research and development


Investing globally: In fiscal 2013, Cargill invested more than $3.5 billion in assets and facilities that create
new capabilities and more agricultural capacity.

Adopting sustainable practices


Increasing yields sustainably: Cargill collaborates with farmers and partners to increase yields
sustainably. Since 2004, we have worked with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to address the dual
objectives of higher productivity and improved conservation in agriculture. Together, we are developing
and promoting techniques to produce more, but with less impact on land, water and biodiversity in Africa,
Argentina, Brazil, China and North America. One example is our ongoing work with TNC to help farmers
grow soy more sustainably and protect the Brazilian rainforest.



Adopting sustainable palm oil production practices: Since 2013, Cargill has been working with The Forest
Trust mapping our palm oil supply chain. In Malaysia, 100 percent of palm oil produced from Cargill
refineries is traceable to the mill and as of June 2014, 80 percent is traceable to the oil palm plantation
and dealers. Now we are moving ahead with mapping supplies from other locations. As a member of the
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), Cargill is committed to building a traceable and transparent
palm oil supply chain committed to no deforestation of high conservation value (HCV) lands or high
carbon stock (HCS) areas; no development on peat; and no exploitation of rights of indigenous peoples
and local communities. Effective immediately, we will work to ensure that all physical palm oil and palm
products that Cargill produces, trades or processes are in line with these commitments. To reduce
deforestation and protect biodiversity, we are using an HCS analysis tool to determine eligible planting
areas as part of new palm developments and have conducted a study of our recent development. We are
working with key stakeholders to advance scientific solutions, including the HCS Forest Study Report best
practice frameworks and identification tools. In Indonesia and Malaysia, we support programs to help
independent smallholder farmers adopt sustainable agricultural practices and meet RSPO standards.



Contributing to environment and agriculture research: Cargill has contributed $5 million over 10 years to
support ongoing research by the Stanford Center on Food Security and the Environment, including oil
palm and land use issues in Indonesia, the study of aquaculture feeds in China and assessments of
biofuels in the United States, Africa and Asia. The Center’s research findings are helping inform and
shape policy in these areas.
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